Open Forum: 
 Please complete form before 6:55PM if you wish to speak on a particular subject.  (Citizens limited to 3 minutes each.)
CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF EAST TAWAKONI, TEXAS

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2014 @ 7:00pm

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE EAST TAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL ON TUESDAY, SEPT, 2014 @ 7:00PM IN THE CIVIC CENTER OF EAST TAWAKONI, AT WHICH MEETING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS OF BUSINESS WILL BE CONSIDERED, TO-WIT:

The City Council of the East Tawakoni reserves the right to adjourn into Executive Session at any time to discuss any of the matters listed below, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations Regarding Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations Regarding Prospective Gifts), 551.074(Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations Regarding Security Devices) and 551.087 (Economic Development). 
MINUTES
01.
Mayor Johnnie LaPrade called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.


02.
Present - Pam Patterson, Lynn Wallace, Gary Reeves, James Lee.

03.
Mayor LaPrade led the pledges to the American and Texas flags.  




04.
Mayor LaPrade gave the invocation.
05.
The minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of Aug 12, 2014, the 

             Special meeting of Aug 13, 2014; the Hearing on Proposed Budget

             on Sept 2, 2014; the Hearings on the Proposed Tax Rate on Sept 2

             and Sept 9, 2014; and the bills for month of August 2014 were reviewed. 
James Lee made the motion to approve the minutes and the bills for the month.  Pam Patterson seconded.  All were in favor. Motion carried.

Old Business: None
            New Business:

06.       Mayor LaPrade entertained a motion to accept H.L. Thomas's resignation

            as Place 3 on City Council for personal reasons.

            Lynn Wallace made the motion to accept and Pam Patterson seconded.

            All were in favor. Motion carried.

07.       There was discussion on acting on appointments and approve Bill 

            Roberts for City Council Place 3 and James Lee to Planning & Zoning.

            Pam Patterson made the motion to approve and Lynn Wallace seconded.

            All were in favor. Motion carried. The mayor gave them both the oath of
            office.

            Don Harrison was not present but it was decided to appoint him to the

            EDC Board and give him the oath later. The Mayor entertained the

              motion.  Gary Reeves made the motion. James Lee seconded. All were 

              in favor. Motion carried.

08.      There was discussion to accept the resignation of Robert White, 
            Superintendent of Public Works.

           Lynn Wallace made the motion to approve.  Pam Patterson seconded. All

           were in favor. Motion carried.

09.      There was discussion on approving Ben Hart to the position of 
            Superintendent of Public Works with a three month probation.

            Pam Patterson made the motion.  Lynn Wallace seconded. All were in

            favor.  Motion carried.

10.       The Mayor entertained a motion to approve and adopt the new 2015 

             proposed budget for a total of $1,446,636.36.

            James Lee made a motion to approve and adopt the proposed 2015

            budget of  $389,404.17 for the General Budget and $800,550.00 for 

            Water/Sewer Budget and $256,682.19 for Debt Service Budget, for a total 
            of $1,446,636.36, by ordinance. Lynn Wallace seconded. All were in 

            favor. Motion carried.
            Mayor LaPrade decided to go to the #12th item first and then back to #11.
12.     It was discussed on whether to grant or deny giving the discount of Oct 3%,

          Nov 2% and December 1% on the property taxes.

          Lynn Wallace made a motion to grant it.  Pam Patterson seconded. All were

           in favor.  Motion carried.

11.     The Mayor entertained a  motion to approve and adopt the proposed 

          2014  tax rate of .589200/$100 with the M&O being .354000/$100 and 
          the I&S being .225200/$100, by ordinance. The tax rate would remain the 
          same as last year, with the increase being less than one percent.

           Motion was made by Pam Patterson, "I move that the property tax rate

            be increased by the adoption of a tax rate of .5892, which is effectively a

          .6147 percent increase in the tax rate."

          " THIS RATE WILL EFFECTIVELY RAISE MORE TAXES FOR

           MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS THAN LAST YEAR'S RATE."

           "THE RATE WILL EFFECTIVELY BE RAISED BY .6147 PERCENT

           AND WILL RAISE TAXES FOR MAINTENANCE AND OPEATIONS

           ON A $100,000 HOME BY APPROXIMATELY  $________0______."

           Lynn Wallace seconded.  All were in favor. Motion carried.

13.     It was discussed that the Water/Sewer on-call guys to be able to take the 

          work truck home when on-call to eliminate time and trouble of going to the

          sewer plant first when they could go straight to the problem. They would 

          keep a mileage log and the truck would only be used for city business.
         James Lee requested that Ben write a policy on the protocol of taking the

         truck home and asking the guys to sign it for the record.  Rick said that he

         would help him write one.  Pam made the motion to allow them to take the

         truck home when on call.  James Lee seconded with the understanding that

         there would be a policy in place before they begin the practice.  

         All were in favor. Motion carried. 

14.     REVIEWED DEPARTMENT REPORTS
          a.  Water Department - Ben gave the report.  James commented on the   

          water loss being higher, but that it was still better than it had been.

          Ben explained about 'burnout', and said that's what had caused it. 

          He also stated that he'd taken his test for his 'C' license and that he'd

           hear back in about 45 days or sooner. 

           b.  Police Department - Chief South gave the report stating they 38 calls

           were made, 11 arrests were made, 8 warrants disposed of and 2 residence's 

           checked by request.  He also said that they were wearing body cameras 
           now.

           c.  Fire Department - Joe Bill wasn't there so Mayor LaPrade gave his 

            report, stating they'd had 2 fires, 13 medical calls, 3 mutual aid calls, and

            had used 50 gallons of water.

           d.  Economic Development Corp. - No report.
           e.  Parks Department - H.L. said that Dennis Russell had agreed to help 

            him cut the pipe and do the welding to put up the swings as soon as he 

            gets his truck back.

            f.  Planning & Zoning - James Lee will be the chairman, and will oversee 
            the building permits before Ben gets them.

15. 
Open Forum (limited to 3 minutes each) - None
16.
 Citizens Comments & Announcements - None
17. 
Council Comments: 
            Executive Session:  
                The Mayor said the Council would go in to Executive 
            Session to discuss a personnel issue. The Council went in to a closed 
            7:35pm.

            Action taken after Executive Session: - Council returned at 7:55pm.
                Pam made a motion to approve the raise that was given to employee

            beginning October 1, 2014, and that he would go from hourly to salary.

            After a 3month probation, he would receive another salary increase  Jan 1, 

            2015, along with the 3% raise that is already in the budget. Lynn Wallace 
            seconded.  All were in favor. Motion carried.

.

 18.
 Mayor LaPrade entertained a motion to adjourn. Motion was made
            by Lynn Wallace.  Seconded by Pam Patterson.  All were in favor. 

            Meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm.
APPROVE:





ATTEST:

JOHNNIE LAPRADE, MAYOR



Jeannie Smith, CITY SECRETARY

CERTIFICATE

I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the preceding Notice of the Regular Meeting, City Council of East Tawakoni with scheduled Agenda is a true and correct copy of said notice; and that same Notice and Agenda was posted Sept 12, 2014  @ 8am in the glass notice case outside of City Hall which is convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times and remained so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time of meeting.

                                                        _____________________Jeannie Smith, CITY SECRETARY

